
Wednesday Update   
February 24, 2009 

THINK Sun! 

Parent/Teacher Conferences –Monday/Tuesday—Pre School Closed 

PENQUIN PROGRAM-PRE K- Wednesday 2/23 & Thursday 2/24 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 

March 1 & 2 

It’s that time again…. 
At least twice a year, parents and 

teachers meet to view children’s 

progress and evaluate how well the 

program is meeting your child’s 

needs. Please be sure to sign up 

with your child’s teachers. Write 

questions or if  you need clarifica-

tion on anything  please ask ahead 

so they can be ready for you! 

Thank you. We look forward to 

meeting with you! 

Upcoming 
Daylight Saving 

Spring Ahead 1 Hour 

March 13, 2010 

 

Happy Birthday Wishes 

Miss Megan 3/7 

Miss Heather 3/12 

Miss Dotti 3/21 

Miss Debbie 3/24 
 

Elbow Lane’s tax ID  

number is 23-2437360 
 

Family Night –
Save this date 

Chick Fil-A 
Warrington, March 23rd 

More Information coming! 
 

ROOM PARENTS 
Room parents will meet next on 
March 11th– Our May FFF is well 

underway. Our Room Parents will be 

calling and collecting goodies for our 
baskets.  

If you or anyone you know wishes to 

donate a gift certificate/basket of 
something etc.– please contact Mrs. P. 

Thank you to our families who con-

tinuously are sending in goods. 
 

On another note…  

“Discovery” Egg Hunt. 

In keeping with SPRING 

and new beginnings…We 

are asking each family to 

send in 1 dozen Xlg plastic 

eggs for that “egg-vent”-All 

children will take 1 dozen 

back home as well. I men-

tion this now so you can get 

them early at the $1 stores 

while they last.  

Thank you! 

 
Check our web site 

for more info. (Book it slices) 

Book It  

Have you read to your child today? The BOOK IT! Beginners® Pizza Hut 

Program for preschool and pre-K has been discontinued. They now 

begin with Kindergarten.  We will continue to support early literacy with our 

own Elbow Lane Book It Program! All of our classes will be participating in the 

Elbow Lane Book It Program .We are encouraging our families to participate 

and support our Pizza Slice Book It. Don’t forget to send your Pizza slices 

in to school with child’s name and name of book (s) (and author) read as 

you complete them. We will count our slices and see how many pizzas we 

can make in our classrooms!  March 1– April 30. We hope you will help 

support this cooperative early literacy project! We all will be winners and 

celebrate with our own PIZZA PARTY!        Thank you for participating! 16th Annual   

Family Fun Fair 
Dear Families,  
 

The lists are out!  
The raffle basket lists that is. As we 

mentioned in our past updates, each 

classroom is responsible for one or two 

baskets to be used as raffle prizes at 

this year’s fair.  

Room Parents, Teachers, and Adminis-

trative staff have compiled lists for the 

assorted baskets.  We’re hoping each 

family will contribute.  We have al-

ready begun our collections and we 

hope to continue to receive goodies. 

We will keep them until before fair and 

basket building time. (please label your 

bag with room name and FAIR) Please 

sign up! 

Extended Days: check in your class-

room, (STARS => Aftercare) for in 

class sign ups.   

We hope to receive all contributions 

ASAP and no later than May 1st.  We 

can in return get our basket contents 

listed and let you know what wonderful 

offerings will be available for you to 

select at our Pre-sale and our Family 

Fun Fair Night. We Thank You all in  

advance!  

Questions? Call Mrs. P or your room 

parent. The FFFair is only 85 days 

away- lots to do! 

Family Fun Fair Baskets 2010 

STARS/Garden– Relaxation Basket 

Rainbow-Baker’s and Literacy Baskets 

BeeHive-Beach Basket 

Forest– Games and Breakfast Lover’s Basket 

Aquarium– “PASTA”bilities and Soup-N-Salad Basket 

Meadow-Fishing and Snack Basket 

Treehouse-Summer Fun and BBQ/Picnic Basket 

Kidopalis-Craft and Outdoor Baskets 

SAVE THIS DATE-APRIL 14th- 

Elbow Lane presents … 

 Grandparent’s Day ! 

March- “Color my World” 

March- United Way Food Drive-1-10 

 March 1st and 2nd  , EL Conference Days, PS Closed 
 March 4, Music Enrichment 
 March 12, Room Parent Meeting  (NEW DATE) 9:15AM 

 March 19,  No CB AM Kindergarten 

 March 23, Chick Fil-A Family Night! 
 March 31, Poison Safety Program 

Governor Releases budget proposal for 2010-2011 – budget discussions begin on February 9, the Gov-

ernor released his budget proposal for 2010-2011. You can read the specifics of the budget in the Build announcement. The pro-

posal includes serving more children in Early Intervention, sustaining the number of children in Child Care Works, Keystone 

STARS, Nurse-Family Partnership, and Parent-Child Home Program, and reducing the number of children in PA Pre-K Counts 

and Head Start Supplemental. Over the coming months, legislators will review the proposal and decide their own budget priorities 

and if they support the Governor’s proposal.  What can WE do???  Next pages please…….. 

 

http://paprom.convio.net/site/R?i=u6Iml6rmTGb2yGVCndPRwA..


You know how Pennsylvaniaõs early learning programs help children and families in your 

community Ŀitõs time to tell your state leaders!  

Pennsylvaniaõs state legislators and Governor decide how much the state will 

fund early childhood education each year.  

Your story can help them make the right funding choices for our young 

children. If you need contact information, go to  www.legis.state.pa.us   to find your 

legislator along with contact information.   Help make early education a priority 

by telling our leaders your story -and make a real difference! In order for 

legislators to really understand how early education makes a difference 

for our young children, they need to hear from families that receive the 

services. Please tell your state Representative, state Senator and 

Governor Rendell: The names of early education programs that you 

participate in or see working in your community; How children, fami-

lies and communities benefit from these programs; and Why Penn-

sylvania needs to continue to fund early education for our young-

_Sample letter to legislators re: Governor’s budget proposal 

Purpose of the letter is to: 

Explain the governor’s budget proposal for early childhood education programs 

Educate legislators on how PA’s early education programs are making a difference in their communities 

Encourage legislators to learn more about the success of and need for these programs in their communities 

You can find contact information for your legislators at www.papromiseforchildren.com or 

www.legis.state.pa.us. 

You can also copy and paste your customized letter in the PA Promise action alert at  

http://paprom.convio.net/2-15-10 

PLEASE CUSTOMIZE IN YOUR OWN WORDS. The more you customize this letter, the more value it will 

have to your legislators. Share your own experiences and reasons for supporting early education. If you’d like to 

handwrite a note instead of using this letter, please do. 

Dear   : 

I am writing to encourage you to support continued investment in early education. 

Earlier this month, the Governor released his budget proposal for 2010-2011, which provides funding to increase 

the number of children served in Early Intervention; sustain the number of children served in Child Care Works, 

Keystone STARS, Nurse-Family Partnership, Parent-Child Home Program; and reduce the number of children 

served in PA Pre-K Counts and Head Start Supplemental. 

Pennsylvania’s early education programs are vital to the success of our communities today and tomorrow. [share 

examples of how access to early education in your community is important to keeping parents working, keeping 

businesses going.  For example, you could share how the budget impasse made it very clear in your community 

that child care is a necessity when parents had to find other ways to care for their children while at work. ] 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us
http://www.papromiseforchildren.com
http://www.legis.state.pa.us
http://paprom.convio.net/2-15-10


Quality early education is key to our children’s success in school and in the workforce. For example, for the sec-

ond year in a row, nearly every child who participated in Pennsylvania Pre-K Counts showed age-appropriate or 

emerging age-appropriate skills at the end of the program year. [share examples of how kids who are receiving a 

quality early education experience are making progress, entering kindergarten prepared and excelling in kindergar-

ten and first grade.] 

Pennsylvania has come so far to help more of our young children receive early education services. Since 2003, 

Pennsylvania has created Early Learning Standards from birth – 2nd grade that help guide teachers and parents in 

their teaching and observation of children, so our children make progress and are ready for school. Pennsylvania 

has developed an Early Childhood Education Career Lattice so teachers can continue to increase their own educa-

tion and stay in the early education field for a lifetime. And Pennsylvania has created best practice programs that 

are recognized across the country.  Please help us keep up this momentum. 

I would appreciate the opportunity to show you how Pennsylvania’s early education programs are making a differ-

ence in your district. [invite them to visit a local early learning program or attend a local early education event.] 

We need to invest in early education in any economy. Please support continued investment in Pennsylvania’s early 

education continuum. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Sample letter to the editor regarding the Budget Proposal for  FY 2010-2011 
 

Please use some or all of the language below to develop your own personal letter 

Check your local paper for instructions on submitting a letter to the editor. Most papers require the letter to be no longer 

than 150-200, and will only allow you to be published once a month. 

You will probably be asked to include your name, address, and phone number for verification. If the paper intends to pub-

lish your letter, they will contact you first. 
If you need assistance, please contact Kelly Swanson at (717) 213-2074  via email at kelswa@berksiu.org 
 
 
Recently the Governor announced his budget proposal for 2010-2011, which provides funding to increase the num-

ber of children served in Early Intervention, sustain the number of children served in, Child Care Works, Keystone 

STARS, Nurse-Family Partnership, Parent-Child Home Program, and reduce services for children in PA Pre-K 

Counts and Head Start Supplemental. 

We must continue to invest in all of our early education programs. According to a Cornell Study investing in early 

childhood programs creates more economic stimulus than any other sector in- could also share examples of how 

access to early education in your community is important to keeping parents working as evident during the budget 

impasse] 

OR 

[may want to share examples of how kids who are receiving a quality early education experience are making pro-

gress, entering kindergarten prepared and excelling in kindergarten and first grade. ] 

Continued investment in early education is not only significant to our economic growth but key to our children’s 

success. In any economy, early education must remain a priority.   

 

Please write a letter to SUPPORT EARLY CHILDHOOD!! 

 

 

Thank you We appreciate all your support!  
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

mailto:kelswa@berksiu.org

